Never Give Up: Persevering Through Life's
Trials

Life has a way of testing our resolve. Whether it's family struggles, workplace challenges, or personal
battles, we all face moments when we want to throw in the towel. Winston Churchill's famous words
during World War Il ring true today: "Never give in. Never give in. Never, never, never, never." But more
than an English prime minister's encouragement, we need to hear from our heavenly Prime Minister -
Jesus Christ.

What Does Opposition Look Like in Our Lives?

In Acts 14, we find Paul and his missionary team facing intense opposition in the city of Iconium. The
pattern was familiar - Paul would enter a synagogue, preach the gospel, and some would believe
while others would violently oppose.

When People Try to Poison Others Against You

The unbelieving Jews didn't just disagree with Paul - they "stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their
minds against the brethren" (Acts 14:2). This kind of opposition goes beyond simple disagreement.
It's active undermining, character assassination, and deliberate sabotage.

Perhaps you're experiencing this at work, where colleagues mock your Christian values. Maybe family
members ridicule your faith during gatherings. The temptation is to give up, find an easier
environment, or compromise your convictions.

Three Keys to Persevering Through Opposition

Paul's response teaches us three essential principles:

1. Gain Perspective
Remember that you were once lost too. Those opposing you need the same grace you received. Pray
for their eyes to be opened rather than harboring resentment.

2. Persevere in Love
Acts 14:3 tells us "they stayed there a long time." The Holy Spirit told them to remain despite the
difficulty. Sometimes God calls us to stay in challenging situations to build our character.

3. Rely on the Power of the Holy Spirit
Paul spoke "boldly in the Lord" and God confirmed his message with signs and wonders. We need
divine strength to endure what we cannot handle in our own power.

How Do You Handle Misconceptions and False Praise?
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After fleeing to Lystra, Paul healed a man who had been crippled from birth. The crowd's response
was shocking - they thought Paul and Barnabas were gods and prepared to worship them.

The Danger of Pride and Exaltation

If the enemy can't stop you through opposition, he'll try another tactic: pride. When people praise your
ministry, your character, or your accomplishments, it's easy to start believing your own press. Paul's
immediate response was to tear his clothes in grief and redirect attention to God.

We are also men with the same nature as you and preach to you that you should turn from these
useless things to the living God" (Acts 14:15).
Staying Humble in Success

John 3:30 provides the perfect life verse: "He must increase, but | must decrease." Whether facing
opposition or praise, our goal remains the same - point people to Jesus, not ourselves.

What Happens When Things Get Violent?

Just when things seemed to calm down, the Jewish opponents from previous cities tracked Paul
down. They stirred up the crowd that had wanted to worship him, and now these same people stoned
Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.

God's Presence in Our Darkest Moments

This may have been when Paul experienced his vision of the third heaven described in 2 Corinthians
12. Sometimes our worst experiences become our greatest revelations of God. When your heart is
broken, remember this truth: "God is near to the brokenhearted."

The Power of Getting Back Up

When the disciples gathered around Paul's seemingly lifeless body, he got up and went back into the
city. Not because he enjoyed persecution, but because God had work for him to do. When God gives
you new life, He sets you on a new course - even if that course leads back through difficulty.

Why Don't We See the Full Picture?

You might wonder if Paul's suffering was worth it. The answer comes in Acts 16, where we meet
Timothy - a young man from Lystra who had watched Paul's faithfulness through persecution.
Timothy became Paul's spiritual son and ministry partner.
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You never know who's watching your response to trials. Your children, coworkers, or neighbors may
be learning about God's faithfulness through your perseverance. What seems like wasted suffering
may be producing eternal fruit.

Four Practical Ways to Never Give Up

1. Develop Deep Conviction

Paul declared, "None of these things move me; nor do | count my life dear to myself" (Acts 20:24). Are
you absolutely convinced that your life is in God's hands, or do you harbor doubts about His
goodness?

2. Be Determined in Prayer

Jesus taught that "men ought always to pray and not lose heart" (Luke 18:1). When we lose heart,
prayer is usually the first thing to go. Instead, be persistent in bringing your struggles to God.

3. Seek Godly Counsel

David had Jonathan to encourage him during his darkest days. "Proverbs 11:14 says, 'Where there is
no counsel, the people fall, but in the multitude of counselors there is safety." You need people who
will remind you of God's promises when you're discouraged.

4. Saturate Yourself in God's Word

Acts 20:32 reminds us that God's word "is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all
those who are sanctified." Daily time in Scripture provides perspective, peace, and strength for the
journey.

Life Application

This week, identify one area where you're tempted to give up. Instead of making a hasty decision
based on emotions, commit to persevering for the next six months while applying these four
principles. Focus on what God is doing rather than what's going wrong.

Ask yourself these questions:

+ Am | viewing my opponents with the same grace God showed me?
+ How is God using this trial to build my character?
+ Who might be watching my response to this difficulty?

+ What would it look like to trust God completely with this situation?

Page 3 of 4



Remember, the only time Jesus "gave up" was when He said "It is finished" on the cross - and that
was actually complete surrender to the Father's will. Keep your eyes on Jesus, knowing that He who
began a good work in you will complete it. You're heading home, and nothing the enemy throws at you

can change that eternal destination.
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